Larrakia Fight
Letter to “Tribune” 1st December 1971

Thank you, Tribune, for the article on the Larrakia tribe's fight for justice (Tribune, Nov.17). This is the kind of encouragement we need up here, but will never get from the capitalist press.

Here is a quote from last century's papers: “For our part, we cannot see why the charges of a host of howling fireside humanitarians cannot be met boldly and answered. If the police and private parties who were sent out after the horrible murder of four of out respected pioneers did not teach the natives a lesson we regret it. Arrest and trial by jury is a farce in dealing with savages.”

That was written in reply to protests from southern cities in 1884.

Aborigines desperately need the support of southern protesters on December 3, 1971. Any action they take here is dismissed as “the work of stirrers”. Their children are dying, their land is being stolen and the capitalist syustem threatens to completely crush them. The only protest likely to be made by whites in the Territory in my experience will be an ugly “white backlash” if Aborigines threaten white privileges.

Why has this situartion lasted for so long? Does Australia care, we wonder in the north? Finally, a plea for a Black history which is expressed in a poem in the latest copy of “Bunji” (a Larrakia bulletin):


At the white man's school, what are our children taught?


Are the told of the battles our people fought?


Are they told how our people died?


Are the told why the women cried?


Australia's true history is never read,


But the black man keeps it in his head.

Bill Day

Darwin (N.T.)
